
The Customer
The X PRIZE Foundation hosts the Wirefly X PRIZE Cup—an annual 
competition like no other that utilizes a contest for some of the most 
competitive teams involved in aeronautics. For two days in the desert 
each year, thousands of spectators gather to watch a number of 
teams fly their rockets into the sky—rockets that could one day be 
flying them into outer space. The X PRIZE Cup is a celebration of 
forward-looking technology, space exploration, and education.

The Challenge
With more than 75,000 spectators and only 250 employees, 
crowd management and safety are very important issues at the 
event site. The X PRIZE Foundation wanted not only a high-tech 
communications solution for its high-tech event, but an effective 
and efficient system for the event engineers and other employees 
as well. The organizers were also acutely aware that they would 
need to utilize a “force multiplier” to keep everything on time and on 
target during the event. So the X PRIZE Foundation reached out to 
BearCom for guidance and assistance.

Success Story: 

X PRIZE Cup
Ensuring Safety and Effective Crowd 
Management with Two-Way Radios

The X PRIZE Foundation 
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
educational organization 
founded to spark the 
public’s interest and 
expectations of space 
flight. The popularity of 
this foundation grows 
every year, and it is known 
today for creating an 
environment of innovation 
by using competition.



The Solution
Although two communications companies were hired for the X 
PRIZE Cup, BearCom was the only organization that provided on-site 
technicians for the Motorola two-way radios that were rented for the 
event. This ensured that should any of the equipment be lost or stolen, 
or if any other issues arose during the event, immediate attention 
could be given to resolve the situation quickly. And when the other 
communications company’s radios failed, BearCom was there to repair 
them and keep the communications system intact.

The Results
The X PRIZE Cup was a huge success. The crowd never knew that 
one flight was almost cancelled, as thanks to the advances in radio 
technology, BearCom’s technicians were able to fix the problems 
before the countdown ran out. Rick Winquest, Communications 
Manager for the X PRIZE Foundation, said, “If it had not been for 
BearCom, this event would have been quite impossible to pull off.” 
Dan Stroud, known nationally for his connection to the Master Blaster 
series on the SciFi Channel, attended the event and was amazed at 
the difference BearCom’s presence made. Stroud said, “Progressive 
companies like Motorola and BearCom are helping to pave the way for 
the next era of space flight by enabling private enterprise.”
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